
 
Hawkesbury Citizens’ Association demands provincial intervention 

 
Council knew about sewage problems as far back as 1992 and did nothing, citizens say 

 
By Dominique Millette 
 
HAWKESBURY – A group of citizens in Hawkesbury has demanded the Ontario Ombudsman step in as an alternative to 
the judicial process, in order to settle the issue of municipal environmental infractions from sewage spillover. Without such 
intervention, says businessman Roger Charest, “We’re paying dearly and we’ll keep on paying.” 
 
During a press conference held January 10 by the Hawkesbury Citizens’ Association, founder Jean Jolicoeur pointed out 
that both the ministry and the town knew of environmental violations as far back as 1992. 
 
Jolicoeur argued that, rather than a direct takeover of the municipality by the province, intervention should be limited to an 
ombudsman’s enquiry. Involving the latter, he says, would be far less expensive than a lengthy judicial procedure. 
 
However, “the Ombudsman doesn’t oversee municipalities. We do oversee Ontario government services,” explains Linda 
Williamson, Manager of Communications and Media Relations at Ombudsman Ontario. Stepping in and interfering with a 
judicial process is not what they do, she says. Though Jolicoeur spoke of hospitals being subject to enquiries from the 
Ombudsman, Williamson clarifies that the Ontario government took direct control of the facilities by appointing a 
supervisor there. 
 

Citizens say town isn’t solving problems, discourage citizen 
participation 

 
Subsequent complaints stem from resulting provincial 
management. 
 
At present, the Town of Hawkesbury faces potential 
fines from the Ministry of the Environment ranging 
from $25,000 to $6 million. Charges laid by the 
ministry stem from violations in 2005. Because the 
town’s present problems were known as far back as 
1992, asserted Jolicoeur, both the ministry and the 
town are equally responsible for the mess Hawkesbury 
faces now. “Economic development has been on life 
support for 16 years,” he declared, adding that as the 
debt has doubled in five years “We still haven’t solved 
our most basic problems.” He noted that reserves 
have dwindled, a situation that prevents the 
replacement of obsolete equipment, even though, he 
asserted, taxes were twice as high in neighbouring 
municipalities. 
 
The group argues the Town of Hawkesbury misjudged 
the extent of the problem from 1998 to 2005, and 
treated only 6,000 square metres of biosolids out of 14,000 because “it was much cheaper.” Certain relevant operational 
reports were never found, following a break-in years ago which led to the loss of data. 
 
As part of its presentation, the association presented the minutes from a council meeting held March 2, 1992, noting that 
over 50 items connected to sewage treatment and the pumping station needed repairs. The minutes state clearly that 
“...With all the warnings we received from the Ministry of the Environment, we cannot plead ignorance; Waste is a major 
problem which will soon harm us.” 
 
Jolicoeur argued that council’s declaration of a 90-minute in camera meeting at the beginning of the regular meeting 
discouraged residents from staying and listening in later. “How are citizens supposed to be interested in public matters 
when there’s an in camera meeting as soon as they get there? People will leave!” 
 
Meanwhile, Glengarry-Prescott-Russell MPP Jean-Marc Lalonde confirmed that without water meters, there would be no 
development funds for Hawkesbury: “I met with (municipal council) yesterday and I told them very clearly.” He added 
existing taxpayers should not foot the bill for any new services: “Municipal taxes in Hawkesbury are two and half times 
higher than in the western section of the United Counties (of Prescott-Russell)... I don’t see that anywhere.” Moreover, he 
argued that if water meters were put in place, there should be no need for additional provincial funding for the sewage 
treatment plant. 
 
However, Chief Administrative Officer and Treasurer for the Town of Hawkesbury Normand Beaulieu disputes the idea 
that Lalonde really means the town should not get provincial funding for its sewers. “The town is making a lot of effort to 
remedy the situation. We’re trying to get additional funding through Infrastructure Canada.” 
 
 

Businessmen Roger Charest and Jean Jolicoeur, founding members of the 
Hawkesbury Citizens’ Association, discuss what they say is the town’s laxity 
towards its sewage treatment problems. (photo D. Millette) 


